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Super Test: Kerakoll

Power, Speed
and Water

AUTO ITALIA HITCHES A RIDE IN
THE ISOTTA FRASCHINI-ENGINED
P1 POWERBOAT

Story by Roberto Giordanelli / Photography by Michael Ward
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his is a story about violence and brutality in the form of a wild ride

in a 2+ 2-seater motor boat with, er... 2000 horsepower. A ride in a

top P1 World Championship off-shore powerboat is one of those

times when you hand your life over to a madman. Like riding pillion
with Evil Knievel but without the Health and Safety. Instead of jumping
the Grand Canyon our venue is the blue Mediterranean.

This story also concerns a 100-year-old car-maker turned top marine
engine manufacturer. Isotta Fraschini Motori is part of the Fincantieri
Group. Two 1000bhp Isotta Fraschini engines are fitted to Kerakoll, the
name on the record-breaking boat currently leading the P1 Powerboat
Championship. At the Bari-based Isotta Fraschini Motori factory, the
powerboat Kerakoll was sitting on its transporter like a missile at a
Red Square military show. The next day I was sentenced to be strapped to
this missile which has more power than two Formula 1 cars. Isotta

Fraschini engines start at 11 litres and go up to 62 litres. I had to make do

with just 2 x 1000bhp 11-litre, twin-turbo engines for my boat trip. That is
22 litres, 2000bhp and four turbos. With such illustrious heritage in the
motor car business, it is great to see the name on such high-profile modern
machinery. A motor car brand relaunch is a distinct possibility. =
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Powerboat P1

The P1 World Championship is the aquatic equivalent of
Formula 1 Grand Prix motor racing. It is the morning of the
practice day and from my hotel room | look down on the

19 boats that will soon be fighting it out. The venue is the
Mediterranean Grand Prix round of the Championship in
Gallipoli. There are two Gallipolis: Gallipoli in Turkey where
in 1915 there was a proper battle that cost the lives of
300,000 Turks and 250,000 Allied troops. And the Gallipoli
in the Puglia region of Southern Italy, where everyone has a
great time. We are in the latter.

‘My’ boat is warming up. When moored, the rumble is
deep. The sea at the aft end gently boils. Kerakoll is a
regular race winner and record breaker, its high-tech
composite hull built by FB Design (Fabio Buzzi) in northern
Italy near Lake Como, and its two engines from Isotta
Fraschini Motori. Kerakoll is 12.78m long and there is just
enough space for four people. The racing regulations permit
a maximum crew of three. The shape of the strong
lightweight hull is designed to lift the boat clear of the
water yet withstand the shock of high-speed impacts with
the sea that has taken on the characteristics of granite.
Nestling under the rear deck, the power of 2000 horses.
With the boat spending a lot of time flying, cooling water
for the engines and intercoolers enters the craft via the
bottom of the hollow rudder. Just ahead of each prop are
anti-cavitation outlets.

The Kerakoll boat was built in 2005 when it carried Sony
sponsorship. If you were at Cowes in 2005, you would have
seen it win. The title Kerakoll comes from the sponsor of the
same name which is one of the world’s biggest chemical
companies. Kerakoll also sponsors God (or Valantino Rossi
as he is known on planet Earth). The boat has four tanks for
the fuel, which is pumped around the boat to balance it.

At full bazooka Kerakoll consumes diesel at a rate of 500
litres per hour. That’s about half-a-mile per gallon. P1
powerboat racing reminds me of F1 motor racing in the
1960s as the teams spend time socialising at the event
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